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The path of memory
“The sun rises again in Pak'oxom”

sful day. up the hillside,
passing the conacaste, the tree around
which the women were obliged to dance
in an act of humiliation, and finally arrive
at Pak'oxom, the site of the massacre.

Two Guatemalan artists have
produced paintings of the events that
marked that day and, in doing so0, have
singled out eight significant places along
the way. The conacaste-tree and also
Pak'oxom are historic sites of particu-
larly great importance for the people of
Rio Negro and remind them of the suffer-
ing of family members. The path of
memory communicates the horror and

martyrdom of that day, but it also docu- gt -

merits the stories of survival and the
transformation of the victims into indi-
viduals who today fight for justice. Thus
the path of memory serves as a bridge
between the past and the present as
well as a link the different gen-
erations,

-

The History and Education Center “Riij Ib'ooy” in Rio Negro

The community of Rio Negro was able to recover after the trag
the civil war, This transformation of pain into a motor for social cha
made Rio Negro an ideal place to learn about the past and its relatic
present and future. Itis one of the most fitting places to give testimo
the atrocities of the civil war and also to reflect on ways in which to worl
Justice, dignity and peace.

In 2007 the community of Rio Negre built the History and Education
Center Eiij I'ooy (shell of the armadillo) to commemorate its history and
present the culture of the region. The Center combines two approaches: an
educational one with a tourist one.

The educational focus concentrates on two themes which are interrelated:
the history and culture of the region. The tourist focus of the Center in Eio rg -
Negrois very much related to the historic one, since the tourist activities Rio Chixoy. The 1 15’*Hﬂluwﬂ
such.as visiting caves or archeological sites convey a lot about the history of the Maya Achi, who have been living in the
thearea. region for centuries. i

The Center is administrated and run by the families of Rio Negro. The
entire income generated by the Center is for the community. |88 doors are
open for groups of people who want to visit the community and for work-
shops and retreats.

During the civil war, the community was
the scene of five massacres, in wh
approximately
mﬁ:rdered.ﬁcﬂnhmﬂﬁdﬂllﬁ inthe
hills. At the same time their sacred sites
were disappearing under the waters of
the reservoir and the Pueblo Vigjo Dam

nearing completion. At the beginning of

e
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where the brightest and
darkest aspects of life come
together, you can appreciate how
the community of Kio Negro has
transformed auﬁadng into new life.”

The Maya Achi Culture Path Excursions to ceremonial sites and caves

Forup to 2,700 years Mayas have
= been living in the central river basin of the
Rio Chixoy/Rio Negro. 45 archeological
sites representing up to 2,500 years of
antiquity have been identified along the
; river basin, The most important objects
- found date back to the Preclasico Medio
of Mayan history. Some of the places
were civie-religious centers with exten-
sive ceremonial complexes.

In 1978 a French-Guatemalan team of
scientists started to explore the central
river basin of the Rio Negro. Their goal
was torescue the archeological sites
that were condemned to disappear under
the waters of the reservoir. I‘I:a most
important sites near Rio Negro are
Pueblo Viejo, Los Encuentros, Kawinal, 27
Chicruz and El Jocote. Visitors gan go by ";

\

boat to the sites that are now covered
by water as well as to Kawinal, which |
remains partly visible throughout many \‘
months of the year. In the History and

Education Center Flij Ib'ooy replicas of
excavated vessels as well as fragments

._ , of ceramics are on display.
R AT L
The Maya Achi Culture Path presents images of life as it:is in Rio Negro The boat ride to Rio Negro itself is
today: dynamic and creative. The exhibition'shows how the inhabitants of Rio enchanting, and the environs of the com-
Negro have new instruments and technologies and developed forms munity are very attractive for those who
of social organization, without having to break with traditions they value. enjoy more adventurous activities such

o as hiking and exploring caves. Thereare . -

This exhibition is anexcellent way of getting toknow what the community | many impressive caves near Rio Negro, . ¥
is like today and how the inhabitants live off theirland. It is amazing tosee | many of which played an extremely impor- ﬁ,
how the Maya Achi culture continues to develop despite the difficult condi- tant role during the civil war. The survi=Sige=%
tions that were imposed on the people after theconstruction of the Chixoy vors of the massacres hid in the caves, & .

Hydroelectric Power Station. = ) where they were fromrainand =
R could make fires. Today local guides help
! Ly . visitors to explore the caves and at the S
AL T o same time learn more about. the history
v A : "535-#; _‘q of Rio Negro.
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The Rio Negro has a lot to tell

Installations

The Center consists of the House of Memory and the Traditional Community.

* In the House of Memory, information is presented about the history of Rio
Negro, from the time prior to the Spanish invasion, including the of
the armed conflict in the late 20th century and up until now. It also has a
Room for Reflection in honor and in memory of the victims of the genocide.

* The Traditional Community is a replica of typical dwellings of the Maya Achi
inhabitants of Rio Negro and shows various aspects of their daily life and
that of their ancestors,

* Accommodation and food for approx. 30 people

» Small kitchen for our visitors* use

* Large balcony from which one can enjoy a beautiful panoramic view of the
valley and the river basin

* Pavilion where one can eat and work outside

* Library with books and films about the history of the area

* Multimedia equipment to see films

* Infrastructure for workshops

» Sale of handicrafts made in Eio Negro

S MEMORIA

e HISTORICA . B
Ry : ‘Eﬁ'
81 The Virtual Museum of Historic Memory ﬂi

 eExcursions by boat toarcheological

Exhibition “Voices from Rio Negro.
Rising from memory, illuminating the new dawn”

* The path of memory “The sun rises i o d g Y0
again in Pak'oxom”, devoted to the : .
massacre of March 13, 1982 in Rio =
Negro " S

Activities

* The exhibition “Yoices from Rio Nearo.

Rising from memory, illuminating the

new dawn” about the history of Rio

Hﬂﬂﬂ' = -

* Displays of the Maya Achi culture

‘"’3:3! (N _ﬂwx“gﬂ_‘ﬁ The exhibition presents the important historic events in the community
O from the point of view of those living there. It focuses on different chapters

* Displays of archeological findings

-

sites ¥ i - inhistory, happy ones and sad ones: the life of their ancestors, the con-
2 T - . = struction of the Chixoy Hydroelectric Power Station, the civil war, survival,
. *Excursions to caves and places of - _ the return to Rio Negro and present-day life with its challenges, hopes and
refuge during the armed conflict - Vi demands.
* Walks to get to know the community The exhibition shows the abuses and cruelty the people endured and how -
and its surroundings - despite the immense pain - they managed to overcome obstacles and rise up
R again with dignity. Moreover, the exhibition contributes to an awareness of

* Instruction in making fishing nets,
hammocks, servilletas (small woven T ommAr e teWigas oy
cloths), bags, petilles (palm mats), etc.. . -V wE =S s

the importance of history for the present and of the challenges for building
peace and the role of the community members in this endeavor.

Getting to Rio Negro

Atk 192 of the road between Gua- e R

VIRTUAL . temala City and Cobin near Tactic), at 3‘%- B
DE LA : the crossroads known as “Cruce del -+ X i

' " una st CID", you turn off onto the unpaved road R

that leads to the Pueblo Viejo Dam.

From there it is a 30-minute boat ride

(6 km) to Rio Negro. It takes four and a

n&téﬁiamafmﬁamri:anmﬂ - TR halfhnurﬁmmﬁl City and one -
is a series of interpretative exhi- - e and a half nte
gh.lann l::fthspall"r.i:alh of the there. e 95 "
R S e —
4 s n ; ‘ -
B oric memndry A Comista A Otk Apermit from the National Elecirifs
P A development ofa sense ofcitizenshipand gy . cationinstitate (INDETISESSSE.
Ao Lk =" includes elements such as social trans- gain access to the boat landing of the
2 Ty - formation, dialogue, reconciliation and - Pueblo Viejo Dam. The Pokomchi Com-=
critical thought. munity Education Center (CECEF)in
o = San Cristdbal helps you with this
museum gives pre-eminence to administrative step. e
mfemﬂmlmgﬂhwthsmmm s .
PAS g e B Hilon e ol More information and reservations

Palm trees grow abundantly in the region of Baja Verapaz and the inhabi-
tants of Rio Negro looked for ways to use this plant. When it is supple, it is
used to make bags, brooms (mezabal), fire-blowers, hats and mats. The palm
mats are important for the people of Rio Negro bmmtw:ﬂnnthem,
and when somebody dies, a big mat without colors is made in '

roon is wra . The mats can be simple or double in thickness. The dif-

i that for the double ones, the leaves are not separated; for the
simple ones they are. In order to decorate the simple ones, some leaves are
painted with afialina, which makes them look more cheerful. In Rio Negro
there is white Flulﬂydlm palm (suyate); the latter weighs more and is
more durable. Visitors can learn how to make a typical mat or petate.

Sale

Before the civil war, the custom of weaving did not exist in Rio Negro.
Some years age, however, men and women using waist looms learned to make
bags, giiipiles (traditional blouses) and servilletas (small woven cloths to
keep tortillas warm). The wisdom of the ancestors is woven into the Mayan
textiles. The secrets of nature are in the giiipiles women wear
every day in Rio Negro; there are many designs with flowers and birds.
Visitors have the opportunity to learn how servilletas and bags are made.

and consigned to oblivion, especially

women and the indigenous tion. It * Centro Histéricoy Educativo Rio Negro, Baja Verapaz

Email: che@rio-negro.info

emphasizes their role as su and not

Fhone: + (502) 5357- 0586 (Coordinator)
as objects of history. Itis a that
is m'llgtantly mmw ﬁdm Homepage: www.rio-negro.infolche

virtual mediums. The History and Educa-
tion Center Kiij It ooy and the history of
Rio Megro are the Virtual Museum
of Historic Memory of CIRMA.

* Centro Comunitario Educativo Pokomehi (CECEP),
San Cristobal Verapaz, Alta Verapaz

[ Email: irlfa@m:?:.arg
= - Phone: +(502) 7950-40389, 5357-8506 (CECEF)

“We, who are living in Rio Negro and . +(502) 5785-5756 (Sucely Ical Lem, CECEP)

who have suffered through great Homepage: www.cecep.org

distress, are ﬂghuw learning to

overcome our fear. We are content now;

fear has more or less been left behind.

But what we want is not to forget the
stories of our parents

who died in the massacres, of our
brothers and friends. That Is our idea.”

Wa'ora lik kojki'kotik, e rumal, ma rixib
k'a e ko la' katajin rik'owik chage.
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Esta publicacidn se realizd gracias al apoyo financiero de:

’ FONDO DE GOBERMABILIDAD
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